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INTRODUCTION ___ 
Bartholomeus Klip (BK) is an all-round tourist destination, offering 
luxurious accommodation, fine dining, nature drives, cycling, hiking and water 
activities. Accommodation includes three options: full-board at the 
Farmhouse, or self-catering at either Wild Olive House or Heron House. The 
Farmhouse is furnished with a fusion of  Victorian antique, farm folklore and 
contemporary designer pieces, and is upmarket and exclusive, but informal. The 
restaurant is central to the BK experience: resident chef  Louise Gillett and 
her team serve fine dining inspired by locally sourced produce in an intimate, 
private atmosphere. BK’s location is unique, and versatile enough for any 
guest to wind down and relax, or get out and explore. Part of  a working sheep 
and wheat farm, surrounded by a pristine nature reserve and looking out onto 
the Limiet Mountain range, the picturesque villages of  Riebeek Kasteel and 
Riebeek West are only 20km away. 
 

BARTHOLOMEUS KLIP MAIN FARMHOUSE 
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BK : KEYWORDS ___ 
African farm Luxury travel Authentic hospitality

Private & exclusive Traditional Victorian

Nature reserve Mountain views Mountain biking

Kayaking Standup 
paddleboarding Windsurfing

Hiking Fynbos Tortoise

Family Friendly Convenience Outdoors

Resident chef Local produce Fine dining

Nature conservation Community upliftment Riebeek Kasteel

Full board Self-catering Food options

Flowers Upmarket but informal Quagga

Corporate functions Brainstorming Meetings

Bush meetings Corporate breakaway Team building

Farm weddings Safari weddings Intimate weddings

Family reunions Custom weddings

	 ______


	 3



QUINTESSENTIAL BK ___ 
Gin & tonic on the 

stoep, basking in golden-
orange late afternoon 

sunlight

Nature drive in open 
Landrover with private 

ranger
Kayak on the dam

Cycling in the reserve or 
on farm roads 

Hiking in the reserve or 
on the mountains

High tea with freshly 
made pâtisserie

Candlelit dinner in the 
conservatory Reading in the garden Creaking wooden floors 

at the farmhouse

Sumptuous breakfast Bird song Sheep herds with lambs 
and mountain backdrop

Sheep shearing the Quagga Project the Tortoise Project

Friendly, helpful staff
Gazing out onto the 

dam and nature reserve 
from the deckhouse

Sundowners in the 
garden

Flower season in the 
reserve

Sunset-coloured, cloud-
patterned skies

Bright yellow canola 
fields

Tractors in planting and 
harvest seasons Culinary delights Victorian antiques

Designer furniture Silver cutlery Farm roads
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BK : FACTS ___ 
1. Location Bartholomeus Klip is located at a restored Victorian farmhouse, 

in the farmlands of  the Riebeek Valley, 20km from Riebeek Kasteel and 
96km from Cape Town International Airport, at a working sheep and 
wheat farm, surrounded by a pristine nature reserve and looking out onto 
the Limiet Mountain range.  

2. Organisation The Farmhouse is part of, and its operation overlaps with, 
Elandsberg Farms - a 2,000 hectare sheep and wheat farm - and with the 
Elandsberg Nature Reserve - a 4,500 hectare private nature reserve, to 
which the Limiet Mountain Range forms a natural border to the north.  

3. Experience The mix of  a working farm, nature reserve, luxurious 
accommodation, fine food and authentic farm hospitality, creates a unique 
opportunity for South African as well as international tourists to experience 
authentic African farm life in an exclusive, safe and rather stunning 
environment. If  staying at BK were a movie (a key episode of  Netflix’s The 
Crown was shot here), the seasons would provide the script. Lambs frolic in 
the farmlands in April and May, which is also our wheat planting season, 
while harvest season runs from October to November. The shearing of  our 
lambs is quite the spectacle, from July to October and again in February. 
Our world-renowned flower season is in August and September.  

4. Activities Mountain-bike riding in the reserve or on the quiet farm roads 
around BK. Hiking in the reserve or on the Limiet Mountains. Swimming, 
kayaking, standup paddleboarding or windsurfing at the dam. Reading in 
the garden or in the lounge. Greeting the farm animals and watching farm 
activity. High tea. Sundowners at the farmhouse or in the reserve. Guided 
nature drives in an open Landrover. 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5. Accommodation Bartholomeus Klip offers three options:  

1. The main Farmhouse was restored in 2002 and features luxurious 
Victorian antique and a true olden-days, exclusive farm experience.  
 
> FULL BOARD OR BED & BREAKFAST, FIVE ROOMS, MAXIMUM 10 ADULT GUESTS  

2. Wild Olive House is the perfect family farmhouse, with a fully equipped 
kitchen, fireplace, secluded backyard, large shady verandah and private 
swimming pool.  
 
> SELF-CATERING, THREE BEDROOMS, MAXIMUM SIX GUESTS / FOOD OPTIONS  

3. Heron House - renovated in 2019 – features a fusion of  designer 
furniture with farm-style convenience. It easily accommodates groups of  
friends or families, and includes direct views onto the nature reserve, a 
private pool, a fully equipped kitchen and spacious lounge and verandah.  
 
> SELF-CATERING, FIVE BEDROOMS, MAXIMUM 10 GUESTS / FOOD OPTIONS  

 

6. Restaurant - Resident chef  Louise Gillett and her team serve fine dining 
inspired by local produce as well as a sumptuous breakfast in the 
Conservatory, which is located at the south-side of  the main farmhouse. 
Every afternoon, high tea is served in the farmhouse’s lounge. On Sundays, 
or special days like Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and Easter, lunch is served 
down by the dam at the Deckhouse, while every Tuesdays and Fridays, 
dinner takes place at the Deckhouse. Once every four months, a special 
Smoke & Fire dinner experience takes place at an improvised location on 

the farm or nature reserve. 

7. Commitment to the environment - At the heart of  our business is our 
commitment to the environment. The Elandsberg Nature Reserve was 
established in the 1970s and formally declared a provincial nature reserve 
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and Natural Heritage Site in 2008 in recognition of  its importance to 

conservation, and to safeguard the reserve in perpetuity.  
 
[ Flora ] Part of  the uniquely South African and extraordinarily diverse 
Cape Floristic Region (also known as the “Cape Floral Kingdom”), the 
smallest of  the six floral kingdoms of  the world, the reserve is a critical 
conservation area for two rare fynbos vegetation types, Swartland Alluvium 
Fynbos and Swartland Alluvium Renosterveld, along with the other 850 
species of  plants that have been identified here. 
 
[ Fauna ] The reserve is home to herds of  eland, springbuck, black 
wildebeest, Rau quaggas (part of  the official Quagga Project), mountain 
zebra and bontebok, as well as other animals, such as baboons, bat-eared 
foxes, lynxes, and smaller species of  antelope. Several different leopard 
individuals have been photographed in the reserve by trail cameras, usually 
at night-time. The magnificent black eagle nests in the mountains, blue 
cranes and secretary birds roam the farm and grasslands, and the extensive 
dam near the farmhouse has a spectacular array of  water birds, some 
resident like the fish eagles and the kingfishers, and others such as the 
pelicans and the spoonbills less regular visitors. Perhaps the most important 
inhabitant of  the reserve however is a far smaller creature: the critically 
endangered geometric tortoise, one of  the world’s rarest reptiles, safe here 
in its last remaining viable habitat. 
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BK : 50 WORDS ___ 
There is an understated elegance, natural rhythm and abundant vitality in the 
life of  an African farm. Experience its unfiltered authenticity and hospitality - 
full board or self-catering - at one of  our three luxurious farm houses and our 
gourmet restaurant, set amidst a pristine nature reserve near Riebeek Kasteel. 

BK : 100 WORDS ___ 
There is an understated elegance, natural rhythm and abundant vitality in the 
life of  an African farm. Experience its unfiltered authenticity and hospitality - 
full board or self-catering - at one of  our three luxurious farm houses and our 
gourmet restaurant, set amidst a pristine nature reserve near Riebeek Kasteel. 
Staying at BK means you become part of  that rhythm – responding to the 
melodies of  the seasons, the touch of  ancient earth beneath your bare feet, the 
smells of  grass and dust and flowers and soil, connecting with yourself  and this 
old, beautiful and unchanging world around you. 
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BK : 222 WORDS ___ 
There is an understated elegance, natural rhythm 
and abundant vitality in the life of  an African farm. 
Spending time at BK means you become part of  that 
rhythm.  

Experience the unfiltered authenticity and hospitality of  an African farm - full 
board or self-catering - at one of  our three luxurious farm houses and our 
gourmet restaurant, set amidst a pristine nature reserve near Riebeek Kasteel.  

Staying at BK means you become part of  that rhythm – responding to the tunes 
of  the seasons, the touch of  ancient earth beneath your bare feet, the smells of  
grass and dust and flowers and soil, connecting with yourself  and this old, 
unchanging world around you. 

The Elandsberg farm and nature reserve at BK respond to the natural tunes of  
annually recurring seasons, setting the stage for annually recurring events. BK is 
never the same, always a little different, throughout the year. If  staying at BK 
were a movie (an episode of  Netflix’ The Crown was shot here), the seasons 
would provide the script. Lambs frolic in the farmlands in April and May, which 
is also our wheat planting season, while harvest season runs from October to 
November. The shearing of  our lamb is quite the spectacle, from July to 
October and again in February. Our world-renowned flower season is in August 
and September : bartholomeusklip.com/calendar/ 
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BK : HERON HOUSE ___ 
In transforming the farm manager’s house into a 
holiday home, we responded to our guests’ often 
repeated request for a place to accommodate big 
families with children, or groups of  friends, in a 
relaxed, informal but convenient and stylish farm 
environment. 

Versatility and convenience are central to a stay at Heron House. With five large 
rooms, the house easily accommodates ten adult guests. Children of  all ages are 
welcomed, and the house has its own lounge and dinner table, fully-equipped 
kitchen, garden, swimming pool, large shady verandah with direct views of  the 
nature reserve, and facilities for outdoor barbequeing. 

When it comes to food, Heron House offers a diverse multitude of  convenient 
options. For brunch and dinner, adult guests can book a table at the farmhouse 
restaurant, which is located close to Heron House. Alternatively, breakfast, 
dinner or a full braai platter with locally-sourced produce for the whole family 
can be ordered and delivered at the house. Guests are invited to join us at the 
Deckhouse on Tuesdays and Fridays for the Early Supper Club, or on Sundays 
for Sunday Lunch. 

There are plenty of  things to do at BK, including hikes and mountain bike rides 
at the reserve, kayaking on the dam, greeting the farm animals and tortoise 
project, and guided nature drives. All activities can be booked separately.  

Wild Olive House, directly adjacent to Heron House, is also available if  more 
accommodation is needed for larger groups with children, or adult groups can 
be accommodated at the main Farmhouse. 
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BK : SMOKE & FIRE ___ 
Once every three months, resident chef  Louise Gillett 
embarks on eye-catching and mouth-watering 
fanfares at improvised locations around the farm or 
nature reserve at Bartholomeus Klip. 

Six courses of  bold flavours from locally foraged and sourced ingredients, from 
the farm, the Swartland region and the West Coast, paired with wines from the 
region. An unusual and improvised setting, long social tables, roaring fires, an 
informal atmosphere, and an ongoing feast of  flavours and colours.  

bartholomeusklip.com/smoke-fire-pop-up/ 
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BK : WEDDINGS ___ 
Bartholomeus Klip offers a unique combination of  a 
true African farm setting and top notch food, 
hospitality and service. We cater for any celebration – 
from engagements, weddings and renewals of  vows 
to birthday parties and family reunions. If  you can 
celebrate it, we can cater for it … 

With so many locations to choose from all over the farm and nature reserve, 
many wedding couples choose to move from one location to another and create 
a different setting for each and every phase of  the wedding. Our resident chef  
and her team work from two kitchens - one at the Farmhouse and one at the 
Deckhouse - but do not shy away from cooking in the veld! Food can be 
prepared, served or delivered at any location, or can be packed as a picnic. 

The BK Farmhouse was built in 1906 and is Victorian in style. Originally the 
farm managers house, it was renovated in 1996 and opened as a hotel in 1997. 
With 4 rooms in the house and 1 outside suite, there are only 10 guest staying at 
any time. 

The BK Deckhouse was built with the specific purpose of  hosting 
celebrations for medium sized groups of  guests. While the two-story deckhouse 
interior has an intimate and informal clubhouse kind of  atmosphere, the 
balcony and stoep overlook the majestic Elandskloof  Mountains, Elandsberg 
Nature Reserve and our dam – the perfect place to view sunsets. Food and 
drinks can be served from our separate deckhouse kitchen inside or outside the 
deckhouse, or at the lawn, where a big fire can be made in true African style. 
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The sprawling lawns, manicured plants and shady trees of  the BK Gardens 
offer a true, authentic farm setting for your wedding. There is enough space to 
set up a marquee, or kick off  your shoes, gather around a long table and create 
unforgettable memories while chatting, eating and dancing the night away. 

The 10,000 acre Elandsberg Nature Reserve is a private, protected nature 
conservation area, boasting free roaming herds of  zebra, quagga, eland, 
wildebees and an abundance of  flowers and birds. We can organise custom-
tailored, private functions in the reserve. 

The inhabitants of  the working farm at which BK is located, including sheep, 
buffalo, tortoise and geese, never shy away from a great photo opportunity with 
the bride and groom. The old buildings and historic walls offer more great 
authentic locations to make your special wedding moments all the more 
memorable. 
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BK : CORPORATE ___ 
Beat the city traffic and head to the countryside to 
plan and strategise your next big idea in a tranquil 
farm setting. 

Located about one hour’s drive from Cape Town, at a working sheep and wheat 
farm, in the middle of  a pristine and private nature reserve, Bartholomeus Klip 
offers the perfect venue for conferencing, corporate celebrations, team building 
or brain storming sessions. 

Meetings - Our deckhouse right on the water’s edge offers a private space, 
perfect for up to 30 people. Clear your head in between work sessions with 
walks in the garden, on the farm or in the reserve, or with a paddle on the 
water. 

Brain storming - Share and develop new business ideas in an unusual setting. 
We can set up meeting spaces in the bush, on the farm or in the garden. 

Corporate events - Conferences are individually designed in line with your 
requirements, and can be held at the Deckhouse with an air-conditioned 
conference room, an upstairs break-away room and an outside area overlooking 
the dam, the Elandsberg Nature Reserve and the Elandskloof  Mountains, or at 
any location you deem  

Accommodation - We have overnight accommodation for executive groups 
of  13 single people, or 26 sharing, in three farm houses: The Farmhouse, Wild 
Olive House and Heron House. 
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